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Since SchSnberg and Mamluk first prepared 7-oxo-7H-benzoIblphenaleno- 

[2,1-dlfuran' (4a) in 1972, no additional reports have appeared on this new 

ring system. Although Schiinberg obtained 4a in high yield, we felt that this - 
procedure would be impractical for the synthesis of substituted analogs. In 

this communication we describe the preparation of the 3-methoxy derivative 4b. - 
The two methods used to obtain the key intermediate 2b can readily be extended - 
to permit introduction of a wide variety of substituents on both the benzo- 

furanyl and naphthyl portions of the molecule. 
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lb made by this procedure was identical in all respects to lb made by - 
the unambiguous method of Castro (see ref.5). The nmr spectra showed 

superimposable singlets at 6.956, characteristic of the proton at 

position three. The rearrangement of 3-to 2-substitued benzofurans 

is well known; see P. Cagniant and 0. Cagniant, "Advance in Heterocyclic 

Chemistry" Academic Press, New York, Vol. 18, 1975, pp 367-369 and A. 

Mustafa, "Benzofurans," J. Wiley, New York, 1974, pp 13-17. 

la was acetylated with SnC14 

MeOH). 

in CH2C12 to give 2a (45%), mp 105-107° 

a, mp 200-201° (73%). 

5, mp 199-201° (80%), lit., mp 196-197O (ref.1); spectral data in 

agreement. 

4b was also formed in small amount by just refluxing with SOC12. - 
L. Jurd, J. Org. Chem., 2, 2602 (1964); we found that buffer was not 

necessary. 

E. Chapiro, Compt. rend., 234, 2080 (1952). 
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